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Lessons In the outback

ven students and threeg
eachers from Marist
ollege Ashgrove, in

Brisbane’s inner west, recently:
spent a week immersed in the : :
outback Indigenous communlty
of Santa Teresa.

An hour and a half outside
Alice Springs, Santa Teresa is
home to about 600 people, frorfn
the Ltyentye Apurte community;.
Eastern Arrnernte is their main:
language, and English is spokén
as a second language. i

The visitors spent time
tutoring at the local school,
joining in school sports and
visiting the arts centre and
medical centre. :

Brother Mark Fordyce, who
travelled with the group, said
a highlight was going bush for :
a night. “We had no tents, just
swags,” he said. “Thankfully |t
wasn't too cold.”

The Santa Teresa visit is
the erst time an Australian
‘immersion experience’ has
been offered to Marist Ashgrove
students.

“When we look at the area
of solidarity we sometimes
look overseas,” Brother Mark
said. “But we also wanted to
look at Australia, so we went td
Santa Teresa to be with and to:
experience life with Indlgenous
Australians,” he said. :

A focus of the trip was
spending time at the school, :
which educates students from
5 years to 21 years. The Marist
Brothers who work at the school
are hoping to establish a Year 9
and 10 curriculum that can hel[f)
students pursue apprentlceshlps
in Alice Springs. :

While the school was very
different to Marist Ashgrove, the
students discovered some key
similarities. :

“At this school, like ours,
when it's time to have fun, we
have fun, and when it's time t0§
learn, it's very important we do:

WWw.maristoz.edu.au/mans

It was eye opening to see the
disadvantages people in our own

country endure .

one person.

It drives me to try to
make a difference - at the very least to

- Year 11 student, Marist Ashgrove

that properly,” Brother Mark
said. :
Surrounded by sweeping red
dirt landscapes, there was no
mistaking the students were :
a long way from home. “The
«ipside of the remoteness is the
beauty of the isolation,” Brother
Mark said. “For young peoplef
who are hooked up and wired

to technology everyday, it was
quite special to go sit up on the
rocks and watch the end of the
day.”

Marist College Ashgrove is
keen to maintain its connection
with the Santa Teresa
community and is hoping to
bring some students to Ashgrove
later this year.

Welcome to

Welcome to our last edition
of OurSpacedor 2009.
What a busy year it

has been for MAPS!

We know it has been a
busy year for our Marist
school communities too.
Despite the hectic school
year, we're thrilled that

a growing number of
schools are ending time to
experience life outside the
school gate and share an
“immersion experience”
with fellow Marist
communities in Australia
and overseas. We have
enjoyed your stories.

Marist College Ashgrove Year 11 student Alexander Grace was one of seven students who visited Santa Teresa outside Alice Springs

Space

In this edition ofOurSpace
we’ll focus on the topic

of volunteering. We'll ask
the questions: what do
communities really need
and how can you help?

I'd like to say a very special
thank you to the many
students and teachers who
have submitted stories and
photos taOurSpace Your
contributions and feedback
are very welcome.

Best wishes for a safe and
happy Christmas break.
OurSpacewill be back in
the New Year.

Br Chwes Wills

MAPS Director

b

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS « TAKE A GAP YEAR ADVENTURE ¢ YOUR PICTURES



Why are child rights
important?

“As a young girl | was told by my
mother that | should not dream
the impossible, like going to
school. Yet today the gods have
surprised me with the chance

to hold a book, and to read and
write. Now | dare to dream the
impossible.”

Janya, age 16, India

“Small boys are employed as
the labourers in brick making
factories in Cambodia. | lost my
arm in a brick making machine.
I am now at La Valla School and
hope that education will give me
a better life.”

Sovann, age 14, Cambodia

“l grew up during the height of
the Bougainville Crisis which
went on for about 20 years. As a
child my education was disrupted
because of this and my father
was actually taken hostage. |
didn’t really know what my rights
as a child were or if | even had
any in the erst place.”

Ignatius, now age 24,
Bougainville

The children at Panguna elementary school, Bougainville, enjoy access to education but work is needed to improve learning ot

What are the rights of What can we do to protect rights?
9
a cn“d- Think about the sort of

The Convention states that every child action you want to take.
has the same rights: Choose your approach and
the level at which you want
to be involved — local,
national, global, or a even
combination.

If you want to help protect
children’s rights here in
Australia or abroad, here are
some erst steps that you can
make:

- the right to a childhood (which includes
protection from harm);

How does this apply%
to me in Australia?

Every child and young person
under the age of 18 has rights
- no matter where they live

or what they believe in. The
United Nations Convention on

Identify the issues that
matter to you most. Here
are some examples: access
to education, homelessness,
child labour, and the right to

- the right to be educated (which includes
all girls and boys completing primary

Become part of the
school);

consultation among young
Australians about their Bill of
Rights. http://humanrights.
gov.au/letstalkaboutrights/

- the right to be healthy (which includes -
having clean water, nutritious food and piay.
medical care); :

) ) Inform yourself about those index.html
t:e R'g,ht; of a Child protects - the right to be treated fairly (which issues. Ask yourself: who is
these rights. A convention is an includes changing laws and practices that affected? How are they being  Learn more:

agreement between countries
to obey the same law. It is part
of the international law of 192
countries, including Australia.

affected? Why are they being
affected?

www.maristsolidarity.net.au
www.tagd.org.uk/Belnformed/
Rights.aspx

are unfair on children); and

- the right to be heard (which includes
considering children’s views).

acqueline Anderson,
J a former student

of St Francis Xavier’s
College, Hamilton, spent
six weeks in Geneva with
Franciscans International,
who work with the Marist
Brothers and Edmund Rice
International to advocate
global human rights issues
at the United Nations. Read
about her experience:
“While in Geneva | had

the pleasure of watching
Cambodia’s review before
the International Committee
of Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. Br Terry
from La Valla, Cambodia,
contributed a report for
this review on the right for
children with disabilities

to access education, the
right for teachers to be
appropriately remunerated,
and the need for

appropriate human rights
education, at all levels of
the education system in
Cambodia. | also attended
the Universal Periodic
Review for Vanuatu in the
UN Human Rights Council,
following a report by Br
Stephane from Vanuatu.

| personally met with the
Vanuatu delegation to
discuss the right to free,
compulsory, accessible

and affordable education.
They were extremely
receptive to communication
and noted the good work
the Marist Asia Pacilc

Solidarity does in Vanuatu.
It was impressive to see
the ability of the Marist
Brothers in the Pacilc to
voice their concerns about
human rights issues at this
international level, and thus
the enormous potential to
in"uence national policies.
Little did | know the Marist
Brothers were such great
human rights activists#”



A “gap year” can be a great time for an adventure between
high school and university. It's a chance to experience the
world beyond the classroom. But who says you need to be
a student to enjoy a gap year - or even a few gap weeks? If
you're willing to volunteer your skills, MAPS can offer the
adventure of a lifetime, at any stage of your life.

Pat Connell
(ex Newman College, Perth)

Gap year: 2006
Location:  Yangoru,
Papua New Guinea

My !rst impression of Yangoru
was that it was an amazing
place of thick swampland high
up in the mountains. My image
quickly changed when | saw
the issues the people faced
everyday. Their battles with

health (particularly AIDS), with
violence, the supply of basic
resources and many more
issues were devastating.

So how could | immerse myself
in this for six weeks? Well, |
helped build a road and a drain.
| taught English and helped with
cooking, gardening and manual
work. | could not !x their deeper
problems, so | learned how to
be their brother. My main focus
was being with the young kids,
playing and working with them,
and showing them | cared.

Peter Pichler
(Teacher, St Francis Xavier’s College, Hamilton)

Gap year: August 2009
Location: St Joseph’s College, Mabiri,
Bougainville

My time at St Joseph’s College was one of the
most fulllling and enjoyable experiences of my

62 years" Through classroom observation and
teaching, | offered outcome-based education
strategies, and staff in-services on new curriculum.
| saw young people striving to provide a better
future for their families, in a society lacking in
Inancial resources we take for granted. The staff
and students’ friendship was whole-hearted, the
Marist Family Spirit evident, and the hunger for
education was humbling. | took away from Mabiri a
greater gift than anything | could have given: a truer
appreciation of family, love, friendship, and a desire
to contribute to society.

Daniel Lynch
(ex-student Marist College North Shore, North
Sydney)

Gap year: 2006
Location: La Valla School, Cambodia

Rising with the sun was something | had never
been a fan of — until | spent six months of my
gap year at La Valla School in Cambodia. The
early rising, the heat, the monsoon season and
limited electricity supply were to be my !rst
challenges in Cambodia. | gradually learned to
speak Khmer and started to !t in. | went from
being a student in an HSC English classroom
to being the teacher in a primary English class.
| also worked on setting up a model farm. The
best part of the adventure was knowing each
day would be different, each child would be
different, and | had a unique opportunity to
make a small difference each day.

Allison White

Gap year:
Location:




Volunteering
through maps

The establishment of MAPS
in 2002 came, in part, because
young people asked to be :
included in Marist works

in developing countries as :
volunteers. This showed great :
foresight because since then, '
it has become very popular for
students to take a “gap year”
and volunteer abroad. During
this time the Marist immersion
and volunteer projects have
been reened to <t in with

the Australian Marists who
are volunteering, the needs
and capacities of the host
communities and

the immigration rules of the
host countries.

Immersions of Australian Marist:
students are well thought of
by the host communities. They
value the sharing and friendship
of the Marist to Marist contact
between students. But host
communities do not have an
unlimited capacity to host visits.§
If your school has a longstanding
arrangement with a host
community in Solomon Islands, :

: Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea,
: Bougainville, Cambodia, the

¢ Philippines or any other place
¢ —value it. There are many other:
schools asking to be included.
: MAPS is currently working

: at the formation of other host
i communities so that they can
: accept visits. Just as Australian :
get a longer visa. Another way
¢ before going, host communities
i this is commonly limited to two

schools do a lot of preparation

have to do an equal amount of
preparation. MAPS coordinates :

¢ these immersions in an effort to':
i give everyone a chance.

Ahout our
volunteers

Student volunteerswho have

an effective part of the host
i community. A third way is

i open to tertiary students

{ who wish to be involved in a :
i development project as part of :
 their course work. '

i Professional volunteerswith

¢ sought after qualiecations that

i match the host community’s

i needs are very acceptable. MAPS
would normally try to have
them sponsored by an Australian
: volunteer sending agency :
¢ such as Australian Volunteers

i International (AVI). This means§
i that fares, insurance, visas and:
living allowances are covered. :

i Australian Youth Ambassadors
i for Development (AYAD) and
Volunteers for International

: Development from Australia

: (VIDA) are volunteer sending

i agencies that encourage a

enished school recently should :
: be aware some countries’ visa
i arrangements may restrict the

length of their stay. Students doé

not yet have the professional
qualiscations sometimes required The ‘Grey Army’ is an

: for longer-term visas. One optiofn increasingly large group of
{ is to classify the volunteer as ari

relationship with an agency

¢ such as MAPS as the Australiarﬁ
i Partner Organisation (APO) and

the Host Organisation (HO).

volunteers who are either in

exchange student so that they cfaretirement or taking long servicé

is to travel on a visitors’ visa but:

months. Therefore the volunteelﬁ
only has a short time to become

them to be sponsored by an
i organisation such as Australian: as volunteers in Cambodia you
: Business Volunteers (ABV) :
¢ who accept their offer for shortefr hands dirty, get involved in the

i 31 days).

leave. They are generally :
professional people with quite
speciec skills that are needed

by the host community. MAPS
arranges, when possible, for i The students from St Francis

i Xavier's College learned that
had to be prepared to get your

periods of time (minimum : classroom, have fun and make

lasting friendships.

mapsnews@gmail.com

St Gregory's College
Campbelltown students
compare canoe skills with
students from St Joseph’s
High School, Solomon
Islands.

Alex Seward was part of the
Marist College North Shore
group that visited La Valla
School in Cambodia earlier
this year.

PH:

Marist College North Shore teacher

Karen Donnelly considers herself
privileged to have visited La Valla
School in Cambodia.

Students from St Francis Xavier's College,
Hamilton found time to enjoy the sights
while on immersion in Cambodia



